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Front Cover: Farmington River upstream of Unionville, photo by Tom Cameron

Though originally from the Midwest, Tom Cameron and his wife have adopted and are truly at home on the Farmington River near Collinsville. For the last 7 years his photography work
has been almost entirely outdoors. Special interests include unique lighting conditions, water subjects such as reflections and captured motion, sunrises, and a variety of critters from
heron to spiders.

Back Cover: Painting by Bill Simpson, Artist/Fly Fisherman, wmsimpson.com
When viewing Bill Simpson's paintings there is the sensation of walking alongside him as he shares his favorite haunts with us. Together we search shoreline sandbars and rips where
stripers and blues fight the tide with the safety of deep water near by, or he may lead us above a wooded stream where dappled light rakes the water camouflaging undisturbed trout.
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A Brief History of the Lower Farmington River
and Salmon Brook Wild and Scenic Study

In 1994, the upper 14 miles of the Farmington River in Connecticut
were designated a Wild and Scenic River. As the passing years proved

this designation to be a success in terms of facilitating river protection
without infringing on local autonomy, interest arose in securing Wild and
Scenic designation for the downstream segment of the river as well. The
lower reach of the Farmington River is rich in recreational, historical,
and biological values and has an important tributary, the Salmon Brook,
also noted to be among the state’s most significant coldwater resources.
The groundbreaking Farmington Valley Biodiversity Project (FVBP)

covering six of the ten Study Towns and published in 2006, laid important
groundwork for the Wild and Scenic Study and Management Plan because
it documented the exceptional biodiversity of the watershed. As a result,
the Farmington River Watershed Association (FRWA) led the effort to
pursue congressional authorization for a Wild and Scenic Study of the
lower Farmington and Salmon Brook. Under FRWA’s leadership, all ten
study area towns (Avon, Bloomfield, Burlington, Canton, East Granby,
Farmington, Granby, Hartland, Simsbury and Windsor) provided letters
of endorsement to the Congress of the United States supporting a Wild
and Scenic Study. The proposed study area extended from the Canton/
New Hartford town line (the lower boundary of the designated segment
of the upper Farmington River) down to the Farmington’s confluence
with the Connecticut River, and the east and west branches of Salmon

Brook. (see Figure 1: General Location and Study Towns) Congresswoman
Nancy Johnson and Senator Chris Dodd were instrumental in securing
Congressional authorization and funding for the study. The Study bill was

passed by Congress at the end of 2006.

Alocally-based Wild and Scenic Study
Committee began meeting in April, 2007.
Committee members were appointed by
their towns or respective organizations,
and brought a wealth of knowledge and
experience in governmental, ecological
and organizational processes to the study
team. Additional input from independent
researchers, local supporting agencies,
professional contractors, and the general
public have helped ensure the study’s progress
and comprehensiveness.

The Study Committee’s findings confirmed
the view of many Farmington Valley residents

that the unique natural and cultural resources
of the lower Farmington and Salmon Brook
make the lower Farmington River and
Salmon Brook eligible for Wild and Scenic
designation. The designation will highlight
the Outstanding Resource Values (ORVs)

of the watercourses, will provide a sense of
connectedness and pride to the people of the
Farmington River Valley, and will enhance
economic opportunities. It will also allow
river towns to benefit from National Park
Service funding and technical resources in
their locally-driven efforts to protect the
natural and cultural resources of the lower
Farmington and Salmon Brook.
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Scenic Study.
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